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aspect. Those given above, and some others, will
repay closer examination; most of them apply to both
sexes equally.

1.  Inherent predisposition towards wrongdoing may,
as we have seen, be a mental phenomenon, and this is,
unfortunately, an all too common factor affecting the
position.   In its less severe manifestations it probably
accounts for most of the conditions where the sex-
impulse is found to be unduly stressed.    Here we are
on treacherous ground, however, and we must not lose
sight of the fact that the  very continuance  of the
human race depends upon a sufficient sex element being
present in the individual; the line of demarcation of
the " normal " in this particular has not yet been,
and probably never will be,, defined.

It is perhaps safe to state that, in both sexes,
obvious mental instability or lack of control, however
acquired, accounts for much of the trouble, and that
insistent desires in apparently normal but weak
characters, coupled with the lack of opportunity to
satisfy these natural emotions legitimately, accounts
for a very great deal more. We are here verging very
closely upon the " underlying cause " referred to
above.

2.  There is no doubt whatever that financial need
or  insecurity  is   a   powerful   contributing   cause   of
immorality among women.    A girl who is attempting
to earn her own living in poorly paid employment is
usually surrounded by others in similar circumstances
and   a  proportion   of   these   will   often   set   her   an
unfortunate example; moreover, in many businesses,
girls   are   closely   associated   with   men,   either   as
customers, colleagues or employers, and the lack of
sufficient money may thus be paralleled both by the
active example and the opportunity to obtain it in an
irregular manner.    It must be remembered also that
men will often offer attractive sums for the woman's
degradation.